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Cities know 
how to make the 

polluter/user pay!



Pay & Prevent!

‒ Sometimes no 
margin to remedy 
by allowing 
polluters to pay 

‒ Urgent need to 
prevent pollution



Urban vehicle access regulations

‒ Different reasons (=externalities) for local authorities 
to implement UVARs 

- air quality, safety, congestion, liveability

‒ Variety of UVARs appearing in the EU

‒ Ongoing multi-stakeholder process to define non-
binding guidance at EU level

‒ Fee-based or fine-based: 

- transparency of revenue use is key! 

‒ The instrument is effective, and enables 
change/transition
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Geofencing and C-ITS: new opportunities to 
manage access and pay for use



Managing urban space



Managing the kerb



New users, new forms of use



Evidence-based decision making



To conclude

‒ The challenges that cities face are multiple, coinciding and important: 

- Pollution, congestion, safety, new users, new forms & uses of urban space

‒ Technologies such as geofencing will allow for dynamic access and space 
management in cities, following the polluter and user pays principles

‒ Cities should keep the prerogative to regulate (or ban) certain vehicles and 
certain forms of use of urban space

‒ The use of revenues from polluter and user pays strategies should be 
transparent

‒ Evidence-based decision making

- Costs versus benefits



Thank you!
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