
Frequently Asked Questions on 

the delegated Regulation (EU) No 886/2013 “data and procedures for the provision, where 
possible, of road safety related minimum universal traffic information free of charge to 

users” 

 

To whom applies this delegated Regulation? 

The Regulation applies to all stakeholders, whether public or private, involved in the provision of 
such information services, namely the provision of road safety related traffic information. In 
accordance with Article 5 (1) of Directive 2010/40/EU ("ITS Directive"), this delegated Regulation 
does not introduce any obligation on the Member States to deploy these services. However 
should the Member States or any stakeholders choose to do so in their respective field of 
operation, they have to comply with the provisions of this Regulation. 

This delegated Regulation is directly applicable to all stakeholders and does not require national 
implementing rules (following the definition of a regulation provided for in Article 288 TFEU). 
Therefore, there is no need to introduce any measure at national level. However if they wish so, 
Member States may adopt additional rules. Such national rules could complement the 
Commission's delegated Regulation but should in no way be contrary to, prevent or make more 
difficult the implementation of this Regulation. 

 

Where does this delegated Regulation apply? 

For Member States deploying or willing to deploy the information services, the delegated 
Regulation applies on the Trans-European Road Network (TERN). In this context Member States 
shall designate the sections of the TERN where the services are the most relevant / useful. 

 

What is the purpose of the assessment of compliance with this delegated Regulation? 

The assessment of compliance is important to ensure that the information services provided are 
correctly implemented and reliable. 

Bearing this in mind, this delegated Regulation defines basic functional provisions enabling 
Member States to organise such an assessment and to check easily the compliance with the 
requirements of both public and private stakeholders involved in the provision of the respective 
services. 

Member States remain free to decide on the procedures needed as well as on the actions 
required at national level in case of non-compliance. 

 

What are the main characteristics of “the national bodies competent to assess compliance 
with the requirements” of this delegated Regulation? 

1/ Impartiality to make sure that the national body reports to the national authorities in a neutral, 
non-discriminatory and transparent manner when fulfilling its tasks on assessment of compliance, 
based on objective criteria and methodologies, without any external influence. 

2/ Independence of reporting to guarantee that national authorities take objective decisions, i.e. 
decisions that are not affected by specific economic or market interests. General interest shall 
prevail. 

 

What/who can be designated as a "national body"? 



In case of a public national body, it shall be distinct from any public service directly in charge of 
road operations. 

In case of a private national body, it shall not have any direct commercial interest in the traffic 
information business or road operations. 

National bodies could consult and cooperate with other relevant (national and European) 
authorities in order to ensure effectiveness and consistency. Furthermore, national bodies can 
consult and cooperate with each other as and where needed, e.g. on cross-border issues. 

It is possible to rely on existing bodies which are already responsible for other similar services, 
e.g. registration and certification of European Electronic Toll Service (EETS), certification of eCall, 
rail safety agency. 

 

How should Member States notify their national body to the Commission? 

Member States can notify the national body to the appropriate services of the Commission (i.e. 
DG MOVE) directly or via their Permanent Representation. 

In doing so, the Member States should explain how the conditions of impartiality and 
independence are fulfilled and safeguarded. 

 

What can be a “national access point”? 

The goal of the national access point is to ensure that data can be accessible at national level 
without discrimination. Technically, different solutions are feasible. It can be: 

 a national data warehouse or market place or other database; 
 a national registry pointing towards the different data sources (i.e. data owners’ access points, 

websites, datasets, databases) provided that : 

the information is digitised, 

the data are in the right format, up to date and ready for re-use, 

the path towards the data sources is self-explanatory. 

The TEN-T project “European ITS Platform” and its continuation "European ITS Platform +" will 
explore the different possible solutions (i.e. functional, organisational, technical requirements and 
associated cost estimates) and develop recommendations towards a harmonised concept for 
“national access point”. 

 

Which responsibilities are associated with such access points? 

Each data owner is responsible for its data access point, and data made available through it. 
Mechanisms for update and distributed authorisation of access (i.e. feed and download) are 
recommended to safeguard the quality of the data, and equality of access. 

Documentation about the data (including sharing and re-use conditions) can be drawn up by the 
data owners and/or Member States in line with the requirements of the delegated Regulation, and 
made available together with the data. 

 

What are the reporting obligations of the Member States? 

The annual report to be submitted by the Member States to the Commission should focus on the 
implementation of the information services, namely the provision of road safety related minimum 
universal traffic information. 



It is acknowledged that in the first year there might be little to report with respect to the 
operational implementation of these information services. However, the first report by the Member 
States should provide information on the state of the art of these information services, including 
costs and benefits, in the different Member States, and would provide indications on the 
organisational framework foreseen, including standards in use and national access points. 

The reports would align with and complement other reporting obligations of the Member States 
under the ITS Directive. 

If the Member States decide not to deploy the information services, it is not required to submit the 
annual report. In this case the Member States should only submit the reports required by the ITS 
Directive 

 

Who are “broadcasters dedicated to traffic information” (Article 8)? 

These are broadcasters specialised in the provision of traffic information to drivers, although it is 
acknowledged that no broadcaster today carries traffic information only. Such specialised 
broadcasters see their core mission as one of informing their audience about important issues or 
urgent matters of daily life, road safety related traffic information among others. 

 

What is the impact of the delegated Regulation on broadcasters? 

The delegated Regulation requires the broadcasters dedicated to traffic information to inform the 
public on road safety related events or conditions which bear a character of urgency, i.e. risk of 
accident (Article 3). This will not modify the activities of the broadcasters dedicated to traffic 
information, but simply ensure the integration of road safety related minimum universal traffic 
information in their services, i.e. what they generally already do. 

There is no obligation for broadcasters to take a position with respect to the information to be 
disseminated (Article 8) and national authorities are not required to monitor the activities of 
broadcasters (Article 9). 

The broadcasters outside the scope of this delegated Regulation on road safety related minimum 
universal traffic information are not concerned. 

 

What is the role, if any, of car manufacturers and communities of end users? 

Car manufacturers can contribute to both ends of the value chain by collecting (real time) event 
data via car sensors or computers, and delivering road safety related minimum universal traffic 
information to drivers via on-board systems, e.g. built in satellite navigation system. In this 
respect they are data collectors as well as service providers. 

Similarly, communities of end users can collect and share a large amount of (real time) traffic and 
event data. They can be involved via service providers who will act as a filter to check the validity 
of the ‘bottom up’ data received, process them and disseminate the resulting traffic information to 
end users and/or networks operators and traffic managers. 

 

Where can stakeholders of road safety related traffic information find guidance on the 
transcription of road safety events (Article 3) into the main EU standards in use (i.e. 
DATEX II, TPEG-TEC, RDS-TMC)? 

Each standard has its own way of describing the traffic domain (e.g. main objects, attributes, 
permissible values). Therefore experts from TISA and DATEX have developed a document 
describing how individual provisions of the delegated Regulation (EU) No 886/2013 (i.e. 
messages content as per Article 3) should be mapped consistently with the main European 
standards in use in the field of traffic information (i.e. DATEX II, TPEG-TEC, RDS-TMC). 



Such a common interpretation will avoid the multiplication of distinct individual transcriptions and 
contribute to consistency and interoperability of road safety related traffic information services. 

The document “Terms and Definitions for Safety related message sets - Selection of DATEX II 
Codes, TPEG2-TEC-Causes and TMC-Events for EC high level Categories” is available online 
via:http://tisa.org/wp-content/uploads/documents/ITSTF13004SafetyrelatedMessage-Sets-
DATEXII-TPEG-TECandTMCv3.pdf   

 

Disclaimer: This FAQ is for information only and has no legal effects. In any event, the 
interpretation of Union law is ultimately the role of the Court of Justice of the European Union. 
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