
1st. September, 2009-09-01 
 
Reference DG.TREN Consultation on “A Sustainable Future for Transport”    
 
The writer’s response to the DG TREN Green Paper “TEN -T – A Policy Review” 
questionnaire has relevance to the “Future of Transport” Consultation.  
 
Additional data is available upon request.  
 
Best regards, 
 
Jack Brown 
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24th. April, 2009 
 
 
European Commission,  
DG Energy and Transport,  
TEN-T, 
B–1049  BRUSSELS 
Belgium. 
 
 
Dear Sirs, 

 

Ref:  GREEN-PAPER  TEN-T 

 
The writer has been deeply involved in the design and building of RO -RO ferries, and 

in the design and manufac ture of their RO-RO access systems (stern doors; hoistable -

deck systems; internal ramps, etc.), for more than fifty years.  Over the period from 

mid-1960s to late 1970s some forty large ferries were equipped with RO -RO access 

systems designed by the writer , including 14 for British Rail ‘Sealink’; 10 for 

Townsend Thoresen; 3 for RMT Belgium, and 2 for SNCF.  Most of these vessels 

operated from the Port of Dover to - Calais; Boulogne; Dunkirk; Ostend; etc.   



Manufacture was carried out by Cargospeed Equipmen t Ltd., a subsidiary of the 

family-owned shipbuilders George Brown & Co.(Marine) Ltd.,of Greenock, Scotland, 

until shipbuilding ceased in 1983.  

 

The road/rail RO-RO intermodal interchange system “CargoSpeed” was originally 

named “SHWOPLE” - a parody on SHuttLE and sWOP -, but re-named by the Partners 

(excluding the writer due to Isle of Man location) in the FP6 funded RTD project 2001 -

2004.   

 
The European patent (in the writer’s name) for the system was offered gratis  

to the Commission in 2006, but was (un expectedly) declined.  A further European 

patent has been granted for the essential ‘Pop -Up’ mechanism with validity to 2024, 

and may be offered to the Commission.  

 

Respectfully yours,  

 

J. G. Brown. 
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Concluding comments.  
 
In the current Worldwide economic downturn, there is an opportunity to make some re -assessment 
of  the balance of funding between: - 
Long-haul, deep-sea, freight traffic (exports and imports) for which the container is the 
unchallenged and efficient freight unit,  and 
National and cross -border freight traffic within Europe for which the ‘de facto’ unit - reckoned to 
carry some 80% of Europe’s internal freight - is the standard non -craneable semi-trailer. 
 
Over the past 15 and more years port authorities and governme nts have funded, at vast cost, ever 
more container berths and all of the expensive Lift On -Lift Off  (LO-LO) portainer cranes; mobile 
gantries; straddle carriers; reach stackers; etc.  
 
In the same timeframe, the quantities of non -craneable trailers using Roll On-Roll Off (RO-RO) 
ferries in the English Channel; North Sea, and Baltic has grown from 10,600 to 33,700  per day 
(June 2007).   Yes, there are some craneable semi -trailers, but the road -haulage industry finds them 
too difficult to integrate into flee ts of non-craneable semi-trailers.  Per day only about 700 
craneable semi-trailers are LO-LO onto intermodal rail ‘pocket’ wagons in Western and Central 
Europe, with annual numbers diminished since peaking 15 years ago.     
 
Over the same period the Commis sion has repeatedly called for road/rail and road/waterways 
intermodalism to reduce road traffic congestion; with minimisation of pollution (20 -20-20) and  
improved energy efficiency also joining the Commission’s call.  
 
The economic downturn has created a  pause, and it is commendable that the Commission is 
seeking to fund projects (European Economic Recovery Plan) which will enhance the lifestyles (or 
minimise problem areas) of European citizens in the post -downturn period.   
 
Also commendable is the Commi ssion’s enthusiasm for Motorways of the Sea intermodalism.  The 
Commission should be encouraged to extend this enthusiasm to ‘Motorways on the Rails’ and 
‘Motorways on the Rivers’, and to identify ‘Best Practices’ for achievement of these objectives.  
       The recognition of Motorways of the Sea combines recognition that road/sea intermodalism 
achieves:- 
• For a given TEU (Twenty Foot Equivalent) performance, a RO -RO ferry turns round it’s cargo      

of 12 metre trailers (2 TEU per trailer) 15 to 20  times faster than a containership’s LO-LO 
handling of TEU containers.  

• The efficiency and economic performance of RO -RO allows most ferry services to be operated 
by the private sector , without subsidy.  

• RO-RO intermodalism is economic for short stage distances.  
 
But the overwhelming majority of media coverage of freight is focussed on containers - to such an 
extent that most citizens equate intermodalism with Lift On -Lift Off.  Advertising in freight 
magazines (World Cargo News, etc.)  is awash with cranes; stradd le carriers; reach stackers; etc.,  
One full-size page advert. repeated monthly for several years shows a craneable semi -trailer being 
lifted onto a rail pocket wagon by a reach stacker and captioned “The Power of Innovation”.        

 



 


